
CALENDAR
Details available online

September
 17  Room Parent Mtg.
19 BoxTops begins
19  Curriculum Night 
6:30
23 BBY Training,7pm
25 BBY Training,9:30am
27 PTA Fall Fundraiser
27  Picture Day

October
1  A+ Stop and Shop 
program begins
3 METCO FF day
3 Intn’l. Food Night, 6 
pm
8  Gr. 4 & 5 Book Club 
10 Map Night, 6:30
14  No School  – Holiday
17 PTA Gen. Mtg. 
(7-8:30 pm)
22 Gr. 4 Math Night, 
6:45pm
30 12:15 Early Dismissal 
Conferences
31  Conference Day 
31  Halloween Asmbly.

November
6 12:15 Early Dismissal 
Conferences
7 Conference Day 
11  No School  – Holiday

From the Principal
Elaine Mead, emead@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us

Children need a sense 
of belonging at school.  
Making new friends 
and connecting with 
friends from the past is 
an important part of 

the “back to school” 
routine.  Children want 

to feel connected to their 
classmates, their teachers, and to the 
school community.   When the 
positive connection is there, students 
are happier, more engaged in 
learning, and they achieve at higher 
levels. Building a learning community 
in each classroom and within the 
entire school becomes our focus in 
September.  
 Although many students are 
returning to a familiar place, all will 
have a new teacher and new 
classmates.   Over 110 students are 
new to Harrington this year; some of 
these students are new to Lexington, 
some are new to Massachusetts, and 
still others are new to the country.  
Many children are adjusting to a new 
home and some are learning a new 
language.   Returning to school 
presents all of us with a wonderful 
opportunity for growth while at the 
same time it can be stressful.   How we 
respond to that stress is important. 
 Adequate sleep, a healthy 
diet, and unstructured play are 
essential antidotes to stress for young 
and old alike.  The children see how 
we take care of ourselves and how 
we seek support from others when we 
face challenges both at home and at 
school.  Listening to our children and 
conveying interest in their experiences 
builds confidence.  Our children need 

. . . continued on page 2

From the PTA President
Julie Fuhrer, jfuhrer@rodmanmedia.com

On behalf of the 
Harrington PTA 
Executive Committee, 
welcome back to 
school to new and to 
returning families. This 
year we are fortunate 

to have a mix of both 
returning and new 

Executive Committee (EC) members. 
Our Vice Presidents are: Christine 
Chisolm , VP of Fundraising; Jennifer 
Gerfen , VP of Membership; Danit 
Netzer,  VP of School Support; and 
Courtney Walsh , VP of Community 
Building. Additionally, we are happy 
to have Veronica Caira as our 
returning Treasurer, Raana 
Khavandgar  as Assistant Treasurer 
and Cheri Sukhia as Secretary. The 
Executive Committee has been 
working this summer to ensure that the 
school year gets off to a great start!

So farÉ
The PTA EC has worked together to 
get the Back To School packet 
prepared.  Next we’ll be putting 
together all the information needed 
to create this year’s school directory. 
Recently we hosted the annual PTA 
Teachers’ Luncheon, attended by 
nearly 90 teachers and staff members 
in a terrific atmosphere with the focus 
upon the upcoming school year. The 
Harrington teachers and staff truly 
appreciated the thoughtfulness of our 
community in hosting this event. On 
the first day of school, the PTA hosted 
the annual Back-to-School breakfast 
to welcome all the new and returning 
parents and give an update on the 
PTA plans for the year. It was great to

. . . continued on page 2
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PrincipalÕs Message, continuedÉ

our smiles and our belief in them as they face the 
challenges and the joys that a new school year 
brings. I encourage you to get in the habit of 
having conversations about “what went well 
today” to help children look for little positive 
moments at home and at school.    Having an 
optimistic outlook helps when starting something 
new.  
 Having been a parent of young children 
(many years ago!) and for the last three years, a 
grandparent, I know that your work as a parent 
today is demanding, and at times can be 
overwhelming.  There are many experts out there 
telling us how to be more effective parents and 
educators.  I find I learn something no matter 
what the source is;  however, some resources 
seem more relevant than others.  I recently 
learned about “Love and Logic” and the skills 
and concepts have been helpful to me with my 
own family and in my work at Harrington.  “Love 
and Logic” is an approach to helping children 
grow and develop through challenges with the 
help of parents and educators.  The link below 
has some free articles that I encourage you to 
explore.  I am interested in hearing if any of the 
principles or techniques resonate with you.
http://www.loveandlogic.com/t-Free-Articles-and-
Handouts-for-Parents.aspx
 Thank you for your trust and on-going 
support as we begin this school year.  We are 
very fortunate to work in a community that 
values public schools.  The faculty and staff bring 
energy and an unwavering commitment to their 
work and we learn something new from you and 
your children everyday.  I am honored to be the 
Harrington School principal and I look forward to 
continuing our journey together. 

  Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
  Judith Crocker, rjcrocker@msn.com

Neighborhood by neighborhood, SRTS has been 
successful in making Lexington’s sidewalks and 
bikeways a safer, more attractive transportation 
option for our students.  Get a friend and walk to 
school  the second Wednesday of each month!  
Find out more at: http://ci.lexington.ma.us/
committees/sidewalk/saferoutes.cfm

The year's walk dates also include Nov  13, Dec  
12, Jan  8, Feb 12, March  12, Apr  9 and May  14.

PTA Message, continuedÉ

see such a wonderful turnout of new and 
returning faces! 

So whatÕs next for your PTA? 
The Harrington PTA supports and/or drives many 
of the programs that help make our school so 
wonderful. In addition to the community-building 
events that are PTA run (International Food Night, 
Hobby Night, Bingo Night, Spring Fair and 
Science Fair ) the PTA purchases all of the home 
folders, donates towards the 5th grade camping 
trip and also supports our teachers through a 
fund that each teacher can use for classroom 
needs. Many science and art enrichment 
programs are PTA-funded. Events such as Europe 
Map night, Dancing Wheels, Chinese Ribbon 
Dance and the Raising Animals In The Classrooms 
program would not happen without the 
Harrington PTA.
 The PTA doesnÕt exist without you Ð your 
participation, volunteering and donations are 
what allow this organization to exist and thrive.
There are many ways to be involved in your 
child’s education and your school community. 
Whether you are a new or returning family to 
Harrington, we strongly encourage you to join 
the PTA and to consider participating in one of 
our many volunteer opportunities  (see p. 4)

Please feel free to reach out to any of us on the 
Executive Committee with your ideas and input – 

we would love to hear from you. 

Arts in Education Month
Ms. Stumpf, Harrington Music Teacher 

Governor Deval Patrick has proclaimed that 
September is Arts in Education Month.  Leading 
to this proclamation is the belief that the arts 
provide a way for all people to communicate 
and collaborate across language, cultural and 
other boundaries.  The arts are an opportunity for 
all students to explore ideas, express individuality, 
work together and support each other.  Arts 
education helps students develop many skills, 
including critical thinking and problem solving.  
Harrington School celebrates the arts this month 
and every month.

Harrington Elementary School ¥ 328 Lowell Street, Lexington, MA  02420 ¥ (781) 860-0012 ¥ http://lps.lexingtonma.org/harringtones       2

http://www.loveandlogic.com/t-Free-Articles-and-Handouts-for-Parents.aspx
http://www.loveandlogic.com/t-Free-Articles-and-Handouts-for-Parents.aspx
http://www.loveandlogic.com/t-Free-Articles-and-Handouts-for-Parents.aspx
http://www.loveandlogic.com/t-Free-Articles-and-Handouts-for-Parents.aspx
mailto:rjcrocker@msn.com
mailto:rjcrocker@msn.com
http://ci.lexington.ma.us/committees/sidewalk/saferoutes.cfm
http://ci.lexington.ma.us/committees/sidewalk/saferoutes.cfm
http://ci.lexington.ma.us/committees/sidewalk/saferoutes.cfm
http://ci.lexington.ma.us/committees/sidewalk/saferoutes.cfm
http://lps.lexingtonma.org/harringtones
http://lps.lexingtonma.org/harringtones


Harrington School Council 
Michelle Motta Dardeno, mdardeno@hotmail.com
School Council Co-Chairperson

Have you ever wondered 
• What is a School Site Council?
• What is its purpose?
• What does it do for and at Harrington?

 School councils are the part of the 
Education Reform Law of 1993 that ensures the 
meaningful school involvement of parents and 
community members.  School councils are 
considered municipal agencies and their 
members, although they serve without 
compensation, are considered municipal 
employees for purposes of the Conflict Of 
Interest law. The law outlines four major areas of 
responsibility for councils.  School councils are to 
assist principals in:
1. Adopting educational goals for the school 

that are consistent with local educational 
policies and statewide student performance 
standards

2. Identifying the educational needs of students 
attending the school

3. Reviewing the annual school building budget
4. Formulating a school improvement plan
 Over the course of a year, a typical 
council might consider the goals of the school or 
district and then work with the principal to 
evaluate the school's progress toward those 
goals. In this evaluation, the council might 
consider school test scores, parent surveys and 
input from students, when appropriate.  After 
looking at the big picture of the school's progress, 
the council and the principal create a plan for 
improvement. 
 The Harrington School Site Council (HSSC) 
consists of our school principal, 4 parent 
representatives, 4 teacher representatives and 
one community member.  We meet once a 
month and conduct meetings under Open 
Meeting law which means they are open to 
everyone.  Both agendas and meeting minutes 
are publicly available.  The 2013-2014 HSSC 
meeting schedule will be posted both on the 
Harrington website as well as posted in the 
display case at the school entrance.  
 During the 2011-2012 school year, the 
HSSC conducted its first survey in an effort to gain 
a better understanding what Harrington is doing 
well and areas that could use improvement from 

the parent perspective.  We were very pleased 
with the strong response and for the meaningful 
feedback.  
 Actions resulted from the survey are 
numerous and reflected a renewed focus on 
communication and transparency.  A third 
Harrington-specific goal was added to the 
2012-2013 School Improvement Plan (SIP) and 
carried to the 2013-2014 SIP entitled “Parent 
Education & Collaborative Engagement” and 
also can be found on the school website under 
the Site Council tab.  
 Specifically, the “LetÕs Chat” series was 
launched in October 2012.  It is a collaboration 
to provide information on core curriculum, 
instructional methodology (“what we teaching 
and how we teach it”) as well as a forum to 
discuss topics of interest.  The   “LetÕs Chat” series 
topics and schedule will be finalized shortly and 
distributed following the first HSSC meeting of the 
school year.  Please let us know if you have a 
topic you would like considered for inclusion in 
the series this year.
 Additionally, a Suggestion Box  has been 
installed in the school entrance.  We hope that 
this will serve as an effective method to provide 
praise, comments and suggestions.  It will be 

actively monitored by the HSSC 
parent representatives.  All 
notes will be organized by 
common theme and brought to 
the following HSSC meeting for 
attention by the appropriate 
responsible group and tracked.   
If an individual response is 
requested, it must be 
accompanied by contact 
information.   

 Please feel free to contact any HSSC 
member with questions about attending a 
meeting, questions or suggestions.  The 2013 - 
2014 School Site Council Members are:

¥ Elaine Mead - Principal
¥ Rucha Londhe - Parent Representative
¥ Michelle Motta Dardeno - Parent Rep. 
¥ Travis McCready - Parent Representative
¥ Micah Viana - Parent Representative
¥ Amy Chamberlain - Teacher Representative
¥ Kathy Martin – Teacher Representative
¥ Geri O’Neill - Teacher Representative
¥ Nancy Taylor - Teacher Representative
¥ Judy Crocker - Community Member
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Volunteer Opportunities
Julie Fuhrer, jfuhrer@rodmanmedia.com

Here are some of the openings for parents to get 
involved while helping to support the Harrington 
community.  For more information or to get going 
right away, please contact Julie listed above, or 
the contact person listed with the opportunities 

below.

Map Night Coordinator

Be part of Harrington’s rich extracurricular 
activities by organizing Map Night at the school. 
The tentative date is Oct 10th!. This year we are 
bringing in the Europe Map. It is a giant map that 
the kids can walk on and explore. You can keep 
the event as simple or make it as elaborate as 
you’d like.

Lexington School Comm. Liason
Cristina Burwell, cristinaburwell@mac.com

If you are interested in what happens in the 
Lexington school system, consider sitting in the 
audience at one of the public School 
Committee meetings (usually the Selectmen’s 
office in the evening) and writing up a brief 
summary for the Herald.  This can be as simple or 
extensive as you wish it to be, with most interest 
around budgetary and programmatic agendas.  
Email Cristina for more information on dates and 
times.

Talent Show Co-Chair
Grace Clackson, timandgrace@comcast.net

Join with Grace and her years of experience to 
Co-Chair the Talent Show, scheduled for the 
evening of Friday, 3/28.!This role involves 
organizing 5th grade volunteers and helping to 
direct student performers during the show.  This is 
a great event to get involved in to see all of the 
talents that Harrington kids have to offer!

Sports Outings Organizer

This position provides Harrington families with 
the opportunity to connect over a sports event.  
Tasks include securing a date and block of 
tickets to a Lowell Spinners game.

Harrington Hurrah! Organizer(s)

Organize a parent's night out scheduled for 
Friday, 1/31. Minimal time commitment:  secure a 
place to meet and send out notification.

Arts & Science Enrichment Programs
Kristen Reed, kristen.e.reed@gmail.com

A perfect opportunity to support the school 
when you don’t have a lot of time during the 
year.  This is also a great way to see what is 
happening in your child’s school.  
  Sign up for a one-time task:

• Meet and greet the “guests” (e.g., historians, 
performers, aquarium staff, etc.) on the day 
they come to school;  be sure they sign into the 
office and direct them to the classroom where 
they can set up;  and watch  the program (!) 

• Watch the program & write a brief description 
for the benefit of our parent community.

• Help send out email notices of programs and 
support the calendar to promote these 
enrichment programs. 

• Pick any potential program you are interested 
in to review and give feedback to the 
organizing committee.

Co-Chair:  Spring Fair

Work with current experienced Chair and sub-
committee Chairs to put together the event - it’s 
date, entertainment, publicity and operational 
details.

 Big Backyard Coordinator

You needn’t be a nature buff to help with the Big 
Backyard program! !In order to make walks 
happen, a behind-the-scenes organizer! needs 
to coordinate actual walk dates with those 
individuals volunteering to lead the children on 
walks.! This is done by interaction with grade-level 
BBY volunteers and the BBY trainer (Pamela 
Cohen).! It’s also a great way to meet other 
Harrington parents and sample the science 
curriculum.

5th Grade Graduation Apprentice
Tanya GisolÞ-McReady, gisolÞt@verizon.net

Looking for 4th grade parent to be part of this 
year’s planning.  This helps the transfer of 
knowledge for the next year’s graduation.
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5th Grade Graduation Committee
Tanya GisolÞ-McReady, gisolÞt@verizon.net

Parents of 5th graders who would like to 
participate in the design and delivery of a super-
duper graduation ceremony for their child raise 
your hand now!  Tasks range from short-term 
volunteering (e.g., chaperoning at pool party, 
assembling programs, or proofreading) to more 
involved committee planning work.

Harrington Herald Editor
Cristina Burwell, cristinaburwell@mac.com

This is a great way to get involved in the 
Harrington community without necessarily having 
to commit to hours during the day.  The Herald 
editor needs to have good word-processing skills 
(newsletter done in Word or Pages) and 
responsible to bi-monthly schedule.  Eight years 
of being in this post, the current editor can hand 
over newsletter template and step-by-step 
instructions for Herald design and delivery!  
Position sought for mid-winter to ensure 
knowledge transfer.  Details available upon 
request!

Harrington Webmaster
Pamela Cohen, cohentraub@rcn.com

Glean the experience of the current Webmaster 
this year, and take over the job next year. We will 
teach you everything you need to know.  
Ultimately, the Webmaster position requires a 
couple of hours in the beginning of the year to 
update names and dates, and then minimal time 
every couple of months during the year.

     Library News:  Parents!
    Laura Szaro lszaro@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us
     Harrington Librarian

Each year there are lovely stories of parents who 
get to observe their child’s class as they spend 
time in the library.  Volunteering in the library is 
typically an every other week, 30-45 minute 
commitment. Responsibilities include checking in 
returned books, assisting children in finding books 
when requested, checking out books for the 
class visiting the library during your assigned time, 
and some re-shelving of returned books.  Please 
consider volunteering during your child’s library 
time. It’s a great way to see the kids in action!

All grades are still in need of library volunteers . 
If you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact the library coordinator listed for each 

grade:
Kindergarten: Katherine Mahony, Katherine@kanema-inc.com
First Grade: Jessica Santiago-Green, jsgreen75@gmail.com
Second Grade: Grace Clackson, timandgrace@comcast.net
Third Grade : Cheri Sukhia, cherisukhia@yahoo.com
Fourth Grade: Kathy Taudvin, ktaudvin@gmail.com
Fifth Grade: Julie Vincent, vincent3@verizon.net

Green Team:  Green Lunches
Tarla Neff, tarla1@gmail.com

Calling all parents interested in helping the 
Green Team with its award winning Green Lunch 
Program !
•  Did you know that Harrington students recycle 

everyday at lunch?
•  Did you know Harrington won an award from Green 

Schools ( a Massachusetts non profit organization) 
for this program?

•  Did you know that we tally !each day and record 
our total number of people who recycle !weekly?

•  Did you know that we need volunteers for only 6 
days to help get the program started in the fall?

•  Did you know this is a great way for Kindergarten 
and new parents to meet seasoned Harrington 
parents?

Volunteer 1 day or all 6  and see how Green this 
community really is!

Volunteer Days:
September 16 - 18 & 23 - 25  - 11:00 to 1:00
This is one of the best ways to see your child 
taking care of our earth.  So mark off your iPhone 
calendars, bring a friend, and help out at the 
Green Lunch Program at Harrington
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School Forms on the web!
Pamela Cohen, cohentraub@rcn.com

If you are looking for a school form, try the PTA 
website (off Harrington’s main page).  There are 
forms for membership, volunteering & fundraising.

From the PTA website (http://
hrptsa.lexingtonma.org/ptaforms.html) select 
About  PTA from the blue header bar and you will 
find a link to Forms in the sidebar.  

Here you will find:
• Membership Signup Form
• School Directory Update Form
• Volunteer Form
• Room Parent Signup Form
• Deposit Form
• Reimbursement Form
• Box Tops Prize Form

Specific Big Backyard forms can also be found 
online.  From the Harrington homepage, 
navigate to menus of Parents/Students  - PTA - 
Programs  - Big Backyard  ... and Forms in the 
sidebar).

CORI forms are only available at the office (with 
a form of identification).  Anyone who will be 
working with the children (e.g., class parties or 
BBY) will need to complete a CORI form and 
show a valid ID.

Room Parents
Jennifer Gerfen, candjgerfen@rcn.com

Are you interested in being involved in your 
child’s classroom? Serving as a Room Parent or 
Head Room Parent is a great way to be a part of 
the school community! The Room Parents serve 
as liaisons between the teacher and the parents, 
and as organizers of large events like seasonal 
parties. Room Parents generally work as a team 
within the classroom and across the grade level. 
If you are interested, there was a form to fill out 
sent with your Back To School packet.  
 There will also be an informational 
meeting on Tuesday, Sept 17 th at 8:45 am to 
provide more information. If you have any 
questions or concerns, feel free to contact 
Jennifer, listed above.

PTA General Meetings
Cheri Sukhia, cherisukhia@yahoo.com

PTA Secretary

Your PTA has been working already to make this 
a terrific school year for Harrington Families.  
Hopefully many of you were able to attend the 
first PTA gathering for families after drop-off on 
the first day of school.  PTA meetings  during the 
year are alternated between morning and 
evening times so as to be accessible to as many 
families as possible.  
 This column  in the Herald will be filled with 
notes from these meetings for anyone who is not 
able to attend.  
 The full PTA organizational chart  of 
committees, and points of contact can be found 
on the PTA website  (which can be found under 
the Parents & Students tab on the main 
Harrington website listed on the front of this 
newsletter).
 The Executive Committee began the year 
by discussing events such as the Back-to-School 
Welcome Teachers Luncheon, and the Back-to-
School breakfast for Harrington families. !Also 
discussed were upcoming events including Map 
Night, the Innisbrook Fundraiser, International 
Food Night, Big Back Yard, and Back-to-School 
Night.!
 The next meeting for Harrington Families is 
scheduled for Thursday night , October 17  from 
7:00 - 8:30pm.

Box Tops Thursdays
Kris Palomba k.palomba@gmail.com

Box Top collection will start Thursday, Sept. 26th  in 
the front lobby. !After children check in with their 
teacher, they can bring their boxtops to the front 
lobby between 8:40 - 9:00.
 Please have your bags or sheets labeled 
with Name, Teacher/Homeroom and number of 
Box Tops.
 Look for a helpful box-top form on the 
Harrington website: 
http://hrptsa.lexingtonma.org/forms/boxtop.pdf
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METCO Family Friends
Debra Morales, debiedddrt@yahoo.com
Rebecca Horne, rahorne@gmail.com

METCO Family Friends program organizers are 
excited to get the year started.  This program 
was designed to help welcome Boston children 
and their families to the Lexington community 
and to provide an opportunity for the children to 
spend time together outside of school. Lexington 
families host the Boston children once a month 
on a Thursday afternoon for a play date. It is a 
great experience for all the kids.

We are still looking for host families !  
Visiting days are scheduled for the following 
dates:  October 3, December 19, January 16, 
February 13, March 13, April 17, and May 8

If you are interested in hosting or would like 
more information, please contact 
Rebecca, listed above.

ACT Fall Fundraiser
Julie Fuhrer, jfuhrer@rodmanmedia.com
Kim Goldinger, kim.goldinger@comcast.net

Save the Date – Harrington’s fall fundraiser starts 
September 27 !
!
This year our fall fundraiser is with Innisbrook  
(catalogue via www.innisbrook.com). You and 
your family will have the opportunity to purchase 
beautiful gift wrap for all occasions in addition to 
lots of !great holiday gifts and magazines. Fun 
prizes for the kids are included, based on sales.
!
This is the PTA’s biggest fall fundraising event and 
its success is crucial to our ability to fund our 
wonderful ACT programs! Please watch for the 
catalog in your child’s backpack on September 
27th!

PTA Membership!
Jennifer Gerfen, candjgerfen@rcn.com

It’s Back To School Time!! That means it 
is time to fill out your PTA Membership form.  PTA 
membership provides you with a Harrington 
directory of families (editorial note:  i.e., the go-to 
book for arranging a play date) and provides the 
Harrington PTA with financial resources.

The Harrington PTA is a fantastic organization 
dedicated to supporting our school, teachers 
and students. Does your child love taking Big 
Backyard walks? How about attending 
assemblies with special guests like the Chinese 
ribbon dancer or historical re-enactors? Where 
does all the tissues and hand sanitizer in your 
child’s classroom come from? The new books in 
the library? Your membership dues help fund all 
these things as well as classroom enrichment, 
students’ home folders, agendas for 4th and 5th 
graders, our newsletter, The Harrington Herald 
and the school directory. So join now and don’t 
forget to fill out your parent information sheet on 
the reverse of the membership form that was 
sent home in your Back to School packet.

Lost & Found
The Harrington School has a Lost & Found bin 
where your child can retrieve lost lunch boxes, 
hats, sweaters, etc. !Periodically, some (not all) 
items in the bin are photographed and emailed 
on the!Hawks!informal list serve for the 
convenience of parents who are unable to 
come to the school. !(See p. 10 for more 
information on how to join the!Hawks!list serve). !
 In recent years,!hundreds!of items (e.g.,10 
trash bags) remained unclaimed and were 
donated to families-in-need. !This year, we will be 
emptying the bins four times throughout the 
school year . !(Before winter break, February 
vacation, April vacation and the last day of 
school.) !The items will be donated to Cradles to 
Crayons. !PLEASE label any/all of your children's 
clothing & accessories that they could take off or 
leave behind: lunch boxes, hats, mittens, 
sweatshirts, water bottles, coats, boots, etc. with 
a permanent marker (a Sharpie is perfect) or iron 
on name labels (search online for: 'clothing 
name tape labels'). !
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Big Backyard: Observing 
Seasonal Changes
Pamela Cohen, cohentraub@rcn.com

Have you noticed what is happening 
outside? Have you felt the temperature drop?! 
Are the leaves beginning to fall from the trees? 
Do you hear a change in the sound of the 
crickets?
! This fall our Kindergarteners will make their 
own observations about the changing season.! In 
the beginning of each school year our wonderful 
Big Backyard volunteers take the Kindergarteners 
outside and show them how to use their senses 
as tools to examine the world around them.! In 
one activity the children are asked to close their 
eyes:! Do they hear the wind in the trees?! Do 
they feel the warm sun on their faces?! Do they 
feel the cool grass between their fingers?! In 
another activity a large string circle is placed on 
the ground and the children are asked: Is the 
leaf in the circle the same as the one still on the 
tree?! Are all the leaves in the circle the same 
shape, size, color and texture?
! The Kindergarteners go out again in the 
winter and spring and make similar observations.! 
In winter the children are asked “Does the air on 
your cheeks still feel the same as fall?”! “Are the 
leaves still on the trees?” “Does the snow make a 
crunching noise when you walk on it?” In spring 
children are asked “Do you hear the birds 
singing?” “Do you smell flowers?”
!
By comparing and contrasting their sensations of 
summer, fall, winter and spring the children are 
learning how to be good observers and 
thoughtful Big Backyard scientists.
! The Big Backyard is a wonderful way to 
explore the outdoors with your child, but it is only 
possible if you help.! If you are interested in going 
for a walk or helping out in any other way please 
contact Pamela, Cohen, listed above, or visit our 
website: bby.lexingtonma.org.!

Spring Fair
Chris Palmer, 
christopher_palmer@hms.harvard.edu
781-883-1862

The Harrington Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) 
is an important and instrumental part of the 
Harrington School, providing innumerable ways 
for parents and families to support our children 
and enhance their learning, support the teachers 
and staff, and provide equipment and programs 
for the school that wouldn’t be available 
otherwise. 
 There are many ways to get involved 
throughout the year. The largest event sponsored 
by the PTA is the Spring Fair, which is usually held 
in June.  If you have not been before, this event 
is filled with non-stop fun for the entire family, and 
includes things like a Giant Slide, Moon Bounce, 
dunk tank, cake decorating contest, class 
baskets raffle, “grab bag” game, fabulous food, 
fun games and tons of prizes. 

There is much work to be done throughout 
the year in order to organize all of this and 
we are in need of volunteers to help. In 
particular, we need a Co-Chair to help 

organize many aspects of the fair and lead the 
effort in 2015. We have many other roles, large 
and small! If you’re willing to help out, please be 
in touch with this year’s Spring Fair Chairperson, 
Chris Palmer, listed above. 

 5th Grade Graduation

Fifth grade at Harrington is a special 
time.  The children spend several days 

at an overnight nature camp in the spring, and 
celebrate their elementary years with a special 
end-of-year graduation ceremony, among other 
things.
 Fifth grade parents help to make this time 
special, and will be asked to contribute photos to 
a yearbook and DVD gifted to the children at 
the end of the year.  They can also be part of the 
planning and orchestration of graduation events 
which also include a “class gift” and pool party.  

Watch home-folders for more information 
coming later in the autumn!
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Math Mornings
3rd Grade - Allen Ferrell, fferrell@law.harvard.edu 
4th Grade - Lalitha Venkataramanan, !   
! LVenkataramanan@slb.com
5th Grade - Jennifer Roney,  jaroney@comcast.net

Math Mornings are the PTA’s before-school math 
enrichment club for interested students in grades 
3-5.! Parents are welcome and encouraged, but 
not required, to attend with their children.! Our 
goals are strengthening problem-solving skills, 
exploring some topics outside the school 
curriculum, and giving children a sense of how 
exciting, powerful, and fun math can be.! Past 
years’ topics have included binary numbers, 
sequences, permutations, probability, geometric 
constructions, coordinate graphing, estimation, 
algebra, logic, and much more.! Students also 
have several opportunities to try problems from 
past years' regional mathematics competitions.! 
Watch for a flyer with more information in your 
child’s home folder in late September.
• 3rd Grade -- Tuesdays  starting 10/1, 

in the library 
• 4th Grade – Thursdays starting 10/3, 

in the art room 
• 5th Grade – Wednesdays  starting 10/2, 

in the library

Want to get involved? PTA math enrichment 
programs are run by parent volunteers.  
Whether you’d like to give a short presentation 

(from detailed materials we provide) at your 
child’s Family Math Night; lead an occasional 
Math Morning when the regular instructor is 
unavailable; help with set up, cleanup, or 
distributing materials at one or more Family Math 
Nights; or help us provide Math Morning students 
with as much individual help and attention as 
possible, we welcome your involvement.   Email 
Jen Roney, listed above, for more information 
and drop into one of the classes for your child’s 
age”

Family Math Night
Jennifer Roney,  jaroney@comcast.net

Family Math Nights are once-a-year 
opportunities for children and parents to enjoy 
playful, hands-on math exploration together.  
Past years' activities have included making 
Möbius strips; investigating relationships between 
3-D shapes and their 2-D silhouettes; 
participating in Metric Olympics; using 
pentominoes to explore congruence, symmetry, 
nets, and other mathematical concepts; 
constructing and analyzing Platonic solids; and 
much more.! All Family Math Nights will meet 
from 6:45-8:00 pm in the cafeteria .  Save the 
date for your child’s grade (below), and look for 
a flyer with more information in children’s home 
folders shortly before their Family Math Nights.

• Kindergarten – January 21
• 1st Grade – February 4
• 2nd Grade – January 7
• 3rd Grade – February 11
• 4th Grade – October 22
• 5th Grade – November 12

International Food Night
 Khurshida Shahidullah, kshahidullah@gmail.com
Stephanie Hsu, stphanieh295@gmail.com
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Harrington Listservs (2!)
Leslie Zales, Leslie.zales@gmail.com

There are two listservs for Harrington families. The 
Harrington school listserv  will distribute, each 
Sunday, announcements for the coming week 
including events, notes from the School office 
and PTA. The subject title of the email will be 
“Harrington Happenings."   This has been set up 
as an opt-out listserv whereby families either 
choose to not be on it via the form already sent 
in the school packet or unsubscribing (directions 
for unsubscribing are listed in every email). 
 Postings on the listserv come from the PTA 
President or Harrington School Principal and must 
be Harrington/School related and pre-approved. 
All other announcements need to be approved 
by the Superintendent. Additional emails might 
be distributed on other days as information from 
the Lexington Public Schools or other sources are 
forwarded and will be labeled accordingly. Any 
correspondence regarding the Harrington listserv 
should be directed to harrschoolls@yahoo.com. 
If you would like to add or change the email that 
this listserv is sent to, please see the Harrington 
website for instructions.  Additional details about 
events can also be found on the Harrington 
website.
 The HAWKS listserv is a community email 
listserv for Harrington. This Harrington Google 
Group is intended to serve as an additional 
place for Harrington families to post or request 
information relevant to the community. 
Membership is voluntary and free. Each member 
submits their own information or inquiries. This 
yahoo group is not part of the Lexington School 
System and not managed by the Harrington PTA.
  Post examples: information or inquiring 
about kids’ activities in the school (instrumental 
music) and outside the school (soccer, etc.); 
local services; notifying the group about relevant 
town- wide info or events; asking about events at 
the school; etc. Information you post here is 
available to the member list. 

To join the Google Group Harrington Hawks : In the past, 
people could self-join, which also allowed SPAM or unwanted 
emails. In order to stop SPAM, members must be added by 
the host, Leslie Zales. To join, change your email address or for 
more information, send an email request to 
leslie.zales@gmail.com. Email addresses will not be shared. 

Fifth Grade Perspectives! 

If your fifth-grader likes to write (or draw !) keep 
your eyes open for an sign-up form to be part of 
the Herald’s “Fifth Grade Perspectives” where 5th 
graders share student views and do some school 
reporting.  More information coming soon in 5th 
grade home folders!  This year’s first installment 
provides a 5th grader’s glimpse into the world of 
our new Assistant Principal.

Assistive Technology
Rachel Kuberry, 
rkuberry@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us

Beginning this fall, the district’s Assistive 
Technology Specialist, Rachel Kuberry, will be 
offering parent trainings.  These trainings will 
focus on assistive technology (AT) tools that 
parents have ready access to at home or that 
can be affordably purchased from local stores 
such as Staples or Target.
 Assistive technology is technology used 
by individuals with or without disabilities in order 
to perform functions that might otherwise be 
difficult or impossible.

Save the Dates! 

September 26  - Using Microsoft Word as an AT 
writing tool for elementary students

October 17  - Using MS Word as an AT writing tool 
for secondary students

November 14  - LoTTIE Kits, low-tech AT tools for 
elementary students

December 12  - LoTTIE kits, low-tech AT tools for 
secondary students
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An Interview with
Assistant Principal, 

Julie Hen!ix

by Ana Burwell & Nora Bulovic, 
Fifth Graders

! We interviewed Ms. Hendrix and this is 
what we found out.  Ms. Hendrix taught 3rd and 
4th grade in Cambridge, and also was a Math 
Specialist in Lexington 12 years ago.  Before 
becoming a teacher, she was an Administrator 
at Harvard.  We asked her “How did you find 
your job?” and she answered “The job found 
me!”. 
 Ms. Hendrix was born in Salt Lake City, but 
grew up in South Carolina.  Now she lives in 
Medford and has two teenagers.  She used to 
have cats, but has none at the moment.
 We asked Ms. Hendrix if she could 
change the mascot from Harry the Hawk what it 
would be.  At first she had no idea because a 
hawk is so powerful and has such a good view of 
things.  Then she asked us and we told her our 
favorite animals, so she said hers is a dog.
 When Ms. Hendrix gets home from school 
she likes to take a walks, read, and/or do yoga 
(but we got the impression she didn’t always get 
to do this).  Her hobbies are yoga, gardening, 
going to see plays and movies, and reading 
books.  Ms. Hendrix really loves Harrington and 
her job, but the best features are that she has 
great friends that are teachers and also students.
 Her favorite color is all the different 
shades of green and her favorite food at the 
moment is pulled pork.  Despite her background 
in math, her favorite subject is reading and she 

looks forward to doing that with Harrington 
students.  If she could do anything in the world, 
she would choose a trip to China.

When you see her, wish her a 
as it is coming up soon!  She really looks forward 
to kids coming up and introducing themselves so 
that she can meet everyone and learn their 
names.  Welcome to Harrington, Ms. Hendrix!

Harrington Reads
Flavia Vidal, fvidal@andover.edu
Julie Vincent vincent3@verizon.net

Now in its twelfth year, Harrington Reads is 
a popular parent-child book group for 

fourth  and fifth  grade  families that meets twice a 
year – in October and March. The program 
provides an opportunity for parents and children 
to come together for the purpose of shared 
reading and discussion. 
 This year our fall selection will be How to 
Steal a dog , by Barbara O’Connor. Join us to 
discuss this novel on Tuesday, October 8 from 
7:00-8:00pm in the Harrington School library.  

 Signing up is easy! Let us know you want 
to participate by filling out the form below and 
delivering it to the Harrington Reads collection 
box in the front lobby of Harrington. 
 Then you and your child read the book 
(or listen to it on an audio CD or tape or 
electronic device) and meet with other parents 
and children for a lively evening of book talk!
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  YES!  Sign us up for Harrington Reads!

  Parent: ______________________________________________________

  Child: _______________________________________________________

  Classroom Teacher: __________________________________________

  Please return this form to your childÕs classroom teacher or drop it off in the Harrington Reads box , 
  located across the hall from the front office.

happy birthday
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Welcome back to returning families & welcome to Harrington to our new 
families. This newsletter, The Harrington Herald, is one of many ways to learn 

about what is happening within the school. It provides important and 
interesting information about the goings on at Harrington: information such 

as articles about upcoming PTA events, school committee reports, and 
school activities inside the Harrington building. The newsletter will arrive in 

your child’s backpack every other month. You are welcome to contribute 
photos or articles by contacting the Editor - always listed at the end of every newsletter 

(Cristina Burwell , cristinaburwell@mac.com) .  You will notice that each article in the herald 
also lists a point of contact and his/her email address for getting more information. 

 In addition to the Herald, you may find information about Harrington from our website and 
listservs. In this edition of the newsletter you will find information about the two listservs associated with 
the school community (refer to page 10 for details). The website for Harrington is always listed on the 
front of this newsletter.  It is the official school website, such that all the elementary schools are uniform.  
However, you will also find that under the Parents & Students tab  there is a link to the PTA’s website 
which provides more specific information on upcoming events, detailed calendar listings, classroom 
and homework links, information about programs such as the Big Back Yard schedule or some school 
forms (to name a few!).  Cindy Snell  (harrschoolls@yahoo.com) manages the official school listserv, 
Leslie Zales (leslie.zales@gmail.com) manages the more informal Harrington community listserv, Pamela 
Cohen  (cohentraub@rcn.com) is in charge of the  PTA website whilst the front office manages the 
official Harrington website.  
 The Herald, website and listservs are brought to you by the Harrington PTA (Parent Teacher 
Association). The PTA is the liaison between the school and the students’ families - but oh, so much 
more!  Contact any one of the individuals listed in this newsletter to find out ways to get involved in the 
PTA and your child’s education!
 And for new families, you may also want to know the bird presented here is known as the 
Harrington Hawk , the school’s mascot. He and his real-life friends can often be seen watching over the 
school both in the skies above and in the front lobby, the gift of the 2012/13 graduating class.

Heartfelt thanks to the PTA for all their hard work, and to everyone who cut into their summer to get 
out an article (or exacting details) for a timely Herald!   Special thanks to PTA EC: Christine Chisolm, 
Danit Netzer, Courtney Walsh, Jen Gerfen, Veronica Caira and Cheri Sukhia  for all of the work they have 
done to prepare for the school year, for the BTS Teacher's Luncheon and for the BTS PTA Breakfast.

Welcome!

Harrington Elementary School ¥ 328 Lowell Street, Lexington, MA  02420 ¥ (781) 860-0012 ¥ http://lps.lexingtonma.org/harringtones       
12

The Harrington Herald
Editor:  Cristina Burwell - (781) 862.2018, cristinaburwell@mac.com

Proofreader: Cheri Sukhia, cherisukhia@yahoo.com
PTA President:  Julie Fuhrer, jfuhrer@rodmanmedia.com

The Harrington Herald  is the monthly newsletter of the Harrington PTA, published six times a year.  In keeping with PTA 
Newsletter Policy, The Herald  will print items directly related to the schools and their PTA’s.  This includes curricular, co-

curricular, and extra-curricular activities that are PTA- or system-supported, and school-sanctioned projects.  All articles are 
subject to editorial discretion.  Newsletter material may be emailed to Cristina Burwell (see above).  If you cannot email your 

submission, please call her to make other arrangements. 
Visit the Harrington School website for online editions and archives at http://harrington.lexingtonma.org .

Next Submission Deadline:  20 October, 2013 

mailto:cristinaburwell@mac.com
mailto:cristinaburwell@mac.com
mailto:harrschoolls@yahoo.com
mailto:harrschoolls@yahoo.com
mailto:leslie.zales@gmail.com
mailto:leslie.zales@gmail.com
mailto:cohentraub@rcn.com
mailto:cohentraub@rcn.com
http://lps.lexingtonma.org/harringtones
mailto:cristinaburwell@mac.com
mailto:cristinaburwell@mac.com
mailto:cherisukhia@yahoo.com
mailto:cherisukhia@yahoo.com
mailto:emead@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us
mailto:emead@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us
http://harrington.ci.lexington.ma.us
http://harrington.ci.lexington.ma.us

