Details available online
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24
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1
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7
8
18

27

5

7

8

January

No School

0 Hobby Night

Let's Chat: Safety
Kindergarten
Math Night

Gr. 1 & 2 Concert
No School

METCO FF Day
Let's Chatl Literacy

February

Bingo/Pizza Night
Harrington
Parents’ Night Out
METCO FF Day
Let's Chat: Bullying

- 22— No School,

February Vacation
Science Fair

MWanct

Gr. 4 & 5 Book
Club
Harrington Art
Show (Lex300)
Talent Show

* see last page for

MCAS dates

Parent

Opportunities

e Hobby Night (p.5)
e Talent Show (p.5)
* Box Tops (p. 3)

Good Morning!

{ John Maxwell, Vice-Principal
Jjmaxwell@sch.ci lexington.ma.us

Though it may seem mundane
to many, arrival duty is one of my
favorite parts to the day. | enjoy seeing
everyone--some with sleepy eyes,
others still chomping on a bagel or
chugging some orange juice in the
back seat before hopping out of the
car. And, some of you who drive to
school may have noticed that | relish
the opportunity to battle the weather
while outside during arrival. Whether
it's my bright orange rain suit
(Norwegian fishing gear that | bought
on eBay just for thisl) or the snow pants
and boofs | strap on to fight the fluffy
stuff, it’s all good. And, it's for the good
of the children and families at
Harrington. | am outside to ensure a
safe transition for all of our students
from home to school.

In doing this important work, |
get to greet LOTS of people. “Good
morning! Good MORNing! GOOD
morning!” | must say “good morning” a
hundred times each day. Butit's the
connection that | love. | get aread on
how kids and adults are doing. | can
see things in their faces--some are in a
great place, others not so much. Some
want to chat or tell me something
exciting that happened to them the
night before; others slip on by. But, the
practice of saying “*good morning” is a
good one that we encourage.

As part of our Responsive
Classroom approach, many of our
classes participate in “morning
meeting.” A key component to
morning meeting is the “greeting.” In
this activity, students and their

... continued, page 2
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From the PTA

Ann Ostrowski, annostrowski@verizon.net
PTA VP Community Building

Now that the holiday bustle is behind
us, it's fime fo kick back and relax at
some of Harrington's most-loved, fun-
filled social events. January kicks off
with Hobby Night (January 10), where
kids display what they're passionate
about, from Barbies and baseball cards
to rocks and race cars. Come with your
favorite hobby or just come fo browse.
Bingo Night (February 1), is an exciting,
prize-filled evening featuring your
favorite teachers and staff as number
callers. Pre-order a pizza (all profits go
toward 5™ grade graduation) and
make a night of it. Keep the fun going
with our second annual Parent’s Night
Out (February 2), a low-key evening
focusing on socializing sans
interruptions from the kids. We had a
fabulous furnout last year and we are
looking forward to seeing even more of
you this year! Book those sitters now!

February break is the perfect
time to perfect your project for the
Science Fair (February 27). From the
simple to the elaborate, every type of
project is a hit at this fascinating fair.
March brings spring and the Talent
Show (March 8), a truly entertaining
evening showcasing the diverse talents
of Harrington'’s students (you might
even catch a favorite teacher belting
out a hit on stage).

If you haven't attended these
events before, be sure to put them on
your calendar. We promise a fun time
for kids and adults alike. Harrington is a
great community and we want
everyone to be an active part in it
Please join us!

... continued, page 2
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124 . Harrington Site Council News

% Judith Crocker, School Council Co-Chairperson
rjcrocker@msn.com

LetOs Chat Series:

Pilot Year for New Elementary Report Cards

K-5 report cards have a new look and a new
focus. Prior to their inaugural distribution, the
December Let's Chat focused on understanding
the new format of the elementary standard-based
report cards with the help of literary specialist
Nancy Taylor, math specialist Karen Tripoli, and
principal Elaine Mead. The restructured, four-page
report card uses modified pro-social and
academic expectations depending on the
student’s grade level and works toward
emphasizing student consistency and
independence.

Lexington is joining other school districts in
basing a student’s performance on everyday
assessment rather than a single test. Standard-
based report cards are more descriptive of what a
student learns from the common core of state
frameworks and national standards, with the
educational result being “bigger than having the
right answer on a test.” The greatest difference in
standard-based versus prior grading methods is
that students are expected to grow into the grade-
appropriate standards by the end of the grade
level. In most cases, students will score lower than
in the past, with most students obtaining a mix of
Progressing (P) and Mastering (M) of the
curriculum.

While teachers have spent much
professional fime working and understanding this
rubric, future revisions are likely based on teacher
and parent feedback. Samples of each grade’s
report card can be found on the LPS website and
please read the Frequently Asked Questions
handout which can be found in the report card
packet.

Let's Chat is a series of brief, informal topic
discussions sponsored by the Harrington Site
Council. Meeting once a month from 8:30-2am,
each discussion features issues on the mind of
today’s parents moderated by Harrington School’s
faculty.

Coming next: An expanded Let’s Chat on
Jan 24™ from 6:30-7:30pm discussing early literacy
with Harrington'’s literary specialist Susan Rosie.

Harrington Elementary School

"Let's Chat” Schedule 2012-2013:

Vice-Principal's Message, continued...

teacher pass around a ball or stuffed animal or
other times give a handshake or a “high-five.”
Whatever the connection is from one student to
anofther, there's always “Good morning
using a person’s first name. The other child
responds “Good morning ." And the
greetings continue around the circle.

We value that connection here at
Harrington. It's important. It makes people feel
welcome, cared for, thought about. And
“morning greeting” in class is instructional. We are
teaching this explicitly, with the hope that it also
translates elsewhere. This is where we need your
help.

| know it may sound silly, but this is
important. Practice saying “good morning!” with
your children. Talk about it with them. Tell them
that they can practice it on me at arrival each
day. “Did you say good morning to Mr. Maxwell
today?2 Did you say good morning to your teacher
when you got to class¢ What about your friends
on the playground? Why is it important?g”

We talk often here at Harrington about
“filing” a person’s “bucket.” The concept comes
from the bestselling book Have You Filled a Bucket
Today?, by Carol McCloud. The book encourages
positive behavior as children see how very easy
and rewarding it is fo express kindness and
appreciation on a daily basis. And, adding a
sincere “good morning” to your child’s repertoire
can fill a few buckets each day, including theirs.

“"Good morning!” Just one powerful bucket-filler
from my thoughts to yours.

HAWKS -10/26/12

REPORT CARDS - 10/7/12

SCHOOL SAFETY - 1/11/13, 8:45am

EARLY LITERACY - 1/24/13, 6:30pm
ANTI-BULLYING PLAN - 2/8/13, 8:30am

P.E. CURRICULUM - 3/15/13, 8:30am

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN - 4/26/13, 8:30am
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Box Tops Thursdays

N\ Jacqy Fiore, jacqyfiore@rcn.com

@ Kris Palomba, k.palomba@ gmail.com
o

b

Welcome back from the Holiday break! BoxTops
have had great success with everyone bringing in
5 or more BoxTops on Thursday mornings! |
mentioned in the last Herald that we would
announce the final count from 2011-2012. The two
submissions exceeded our annual goal with a total
of $1,14111I1 Thank you so much for such a great
furnout!

As for this year, we have busted both the
October and November goals by a long shof.
Although December was a little slow, we hope
that January and the following months will be big
months towards meeting our goal of $1,000 or
10,000 BoxTops!!ll Keep checking packages
before you recycle them for a BoxTop. You
wouldn't throw out a dime, because that is how
much they are worth. Each one adds up o
something special for Harrington. Imagine what
we could do with $1,000.

Clip out the BoxTops, count them, bag them, and
label them with:

¢ Number of BoxTops you have

e Your name

e Your grade

e Your teacher

Once you have at least five BoxTops, bring them in
and pick out a prize. At the end of collection on
Thursdays, we count your contributions and
announce the big donors on Friday. Maybe you'll
hear your name over the announcements as the
big donor! We look forward to seeing you on
Thursday mornings in the lobby!

Reminder, be sure to check expiration
dates of your BoxTops and label your collection
bag with your count, name, grade and teacher.
This makes Thursday's collections much more
efficient.

Lastly, the 15-minute collection times on
Thursdays get pretty busy. We would love some
help! If you can, please check in with us and see
if you can lend a collection hand. Thanks and
happy BoxTop clipping!

Harrington Elementary School

h¢ Big Backyard
A¥ _ Stacey Smiar
When weather is chilly, there’s plenty of

earth and life science you can discuss with

your child(ren). Some of this they will be
learning (or will rememberl) as part of the BBY
program. During the dark winter months, the sun’s
rays hit the Earth at a less direct angle. Ask
children to first predict the length of their shadow,
and then go outside and measure it. You can
keep this measurement (either the number, or a
piece of string cut to its length for younger
children) and do the same at the vernal equinox
and the summer solstice. Emphasize that it is not
cold because of the distance from the Earth to the
sun (it is actually closer), but because of this less
direct angle. You can use a flashlight and a ballin
a dark room for a visual aid.

Harrington’s kindergarten and first grade classes
will explore the wildlife and changes from fall in
their Big Backyard walks this winter. You and your
children can do this as well. Lexington’s backyards
are alive with wildlife in the winter months Look for
footprints on early morning snow. Hang a bird
feeder and work together on identifying locall
birds. BBY volunteers and Harrington teachers are
using a new Lexington field guide to explore native
flora and fauna with the students. The field guides
are available at the Lexington Community
Development office in Town.

There are benefits to cold weather and
interesting adaptations to animals’ bodies. The first
graders explore this very topic this winter. It helps
kill microorganisms, including many which make us
sick. Our bodies respond to cold by limiting blood
flow to outer extremities, thus keeping vital organs
warm. The result is cold fingers and toes, and it is
why they are at risk for frostbite in very cold
temperatures. Kids often ask about why we shiver.
Our body shivers involuntarily fo warm us up. Those
muscle confractions create heat within our bodies,
in an effort to keep up warm. Running in place,
jumping jacks or other large body movements
move muscles and create heat, helping to keep
our bodies warm.
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ACT - Arts Created Together

Science Enrichment
Kristen Reed, kreed@edc.org, with help from Judy
Sanders

Tanya Gisolfi and | have been busy planning
enrichment programs for every grade. Several
have already happened this past fall and we have
more planned for 2013! A special thank you to the
parents who have helped out by meeting
presenters at the school and attending the
programs to help out. Below is an overview of the
programs for the kindergarten, first, and second
grades. In the next Herald, we will write about the
programs for the third, fourth, and fifth grades.

In kindergarten, a presenter from the
Museum of Science demonstrated the properties
of electricity and magnetism and how the two are
related. The kids took part in testing a variety of
metals for magnetism and seeing how powerful
magnets with like poles cannot be pushed
together. They even used a small Van de Graaf
generator!

In April, Farmer Sisson will visit again to
teach the kids about chickens and to take the
chicks the kindergarteners raised back to her farm.

In May, each kindergarten class will get to
try Chinese ribbon dance with Chiaobin Huang.
She has come back several years and is always a
favorite.

In first grade, a presenter from the
Discovery Museum in Acton visited to teach about
light and color. The first graders learned light has all
the colors of the rainbow in it and used prisms and
fun lenses and saw the rainbows first-hnand as light
was shined through them. The children looked at
color newspaper cartoons up close with
magnifying glasses and saw how they are really
made up of dots of color and made colorful
spinning tops too. And finally, they learned that
black is really made up of lots of different colors.
The children drew pictures on coffee filters with
black markers and when the presenter sprayed the
drawings with water, the black ink on the filters
separated out into all different colors!

In December, WingMasters came to teach
first graders about birds of prey. They brought
several live birds and the children learned about
hunting adaptations and the keen eyesight and
sharp hearing of birds of prey.

Harrington Elementary School

In May, the New England Agquarium will set
up tide pools in the first grade classrooms and
teach students about these unique creatures.

In second grade, Patricia Bade came to
present to the students stories and legends from
her Native American heritage. She shared artifacts
and crafts with the children, drummed and sang
for them.

In January, the Discovery Museum will be
coming to each classroom to present on Changes
in State of Matter. In March, Amelia Earhart will visit
the second graders to teach them about her life.

All programs are aligned with the
curriculum of each grade and planned to enrich
the children’s experience with the content. Your
support of the PTA and fundraisers like the Fall
Festival for the Arts brings these programs into
each classroom. Thank youl!

Science Fair
Sangeeta Bhatia, sbhatia@MIT.EDU

Time to get your lab coat on -- it's time for the
Harrington Science Fair. The Harrington community
loves science and scientists!

Come show off your latest invention!
Share something cool that you found out!
Show the results of your exciting experiment!

Presenterns and, Cunious Observers Invited,

To the 2013 Harrington Science Fair

Wednesday, February 27th
6:30 - 8:00 PM

Asking questions is something that kids do naturally.
Science provides a method to investigate and
answer some of them.

The fairis a great opportunity for children to
explore their inner scientist and teach each other
and parents too.
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Library News

Laura Szaro, Iszaro@sch.ci .lexington.ma.us

Books are flying off the shelves in the Harrington
School Library...it's MCBA season! Every year

Salem State sponsors the Massachusetts Children’s

Book Awards program for students in grades 4-6 in
an effort fo encourage reading.

As part of the program, students read a
minimum of 5 books from a list of 25 nominated
titles. In the beginning of March, students across
the state cast their votes for the best book and a
winner is announced in April.

Excitement has been building at Harrington

as our 4t and 5™ graders see clips of authors
discussing MCBA books, watch book trailers, and
hear book recommendations from myself as well

as classmates. We have extra copies of the MCBA

books in the library, but as they are in high
demand, students are also directed to the Cary

library or other public libraries for additional copies.

I hope you will encourage your child to
participate in the program. Perhaps you might
even read some of the books together or listen to
an audio version. For a full list of the 25 MCBA
books and for more information about the
program you can visit
hitp://www.salemstate.edu/academics/schools/3698.php.

Hobby Night this Thursday!

Seiza Viana, seiza.viana@ hotmail .com

If your child/children want to participate,
please send an email to Seiza, above, with the
following info:

e Child's name

e Teacher's name

e Child’'s grade

¢ Hobby/collection

It's always a fun evening! Even if you are not
showing a hobby, please join us so you can see all
the hobbies of other Harrington Students!

We are also looking for one more person to help

organize this very popular event, email Seiza,
above if you are available.

Harrington Elementary School

Talent Show

Grace Clackson,
harringtontalentshow@gmail.com

Caffu«q all Pméoumm 8 Volunteers,

Friday, March 8, 2013
6:45 pm - 92:00 pm
School Cafeteria
(Performers check-in at 6:15 pm)

Please join us af the 2013 Harrington Talent Show!
This show is a long-standing tradition and open to
ALL student performers. This is a supportive
opportunity for our students o sing, dance, act,
play an instrument, do magic and more!

Parent volunteers are needed for performance
day. 5th Grade volunteers also needed for
announcements, backstage help and to lead
dance breaks. This year, we will dance to the
Cupid Shuffle, Cha cha slide, Cotfton-Eyed Joe and
more!

SIGN-UP DEADLINE: MARCH 4, 2013

** 1.5 minute maximum per act **
** Limited to one act per child **

Please email Grace Clackson at the email above
with the following information:
Parent Name
Contact Information
Ability to Volunteer
Child’s Name
Grade & Teacher Name
Description of Performance (please indicate if
solo or group performance)
¢ Stage Equipment you will need (i.e. mic, music
stand, chair, piano, CD player)
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&\ Kids Cooking Green

- Myles Cutler, Fifth Grader

For the past five Mondays after school 12 fourth
and fifth graders have been going to the teachers’
lounge for a program that is known as Kids
Cooking Green. This program teaches kids how to
cook. On the first week of Kids Cooking Green we
made butternut squash ravioli. YUMMY. For the
next week of Kids Cooking Green we went on a
field trip fo Weston’s Lake Organic Farm. We
learned about different plants that were edible.
We also got to feed some of the chickens that
were there. The third week we got to make dinner
for our families. We got a special visit from Chef
Paul Turano, who is the head chef at the restaurant
Tryst in Arlington. We made crispy kale chips for an
appetizer. For dinner, we prepared and served
homemade cavatelli, oven roasted brussel sprouts,
squash, and mushrooms. For dessert we created
an Apple Crisp Cake. We received rave reviews
from all guests. For the fourth Monday, we made
smoothies. We had a lot of options to create our
smoothies. We got to use blueberries, plain yogurt,
pear juice, raspberries, vanilla yogurt, lactose-free
yogurt, and mint leaves. For the final week of Kids
Cooking Green we made breakfast. We made
corn wheat pancakes. Each feam had to pick a
fruit out of a bag without looking. Then each team
had fo use the fruit into the pancake meal. The
first feam picked raspberries the second team
picked apples and the last team, which was my
team, picked pears. At the end of eating the
pancakes we all noticed two things. One, that
these pancakes were really, really good and two,
that Kids Cooking Green is AWESOME!!!!

Harrington Elementary School
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\Early Morning Sports
- Anthony Mabardy, Fifth Grader

Early Morning Sports is run by our awesome
gym teacher, Ms. Korpalski. It is a great opportunity
for 4th & 5™ graders to arrive at school early and
get all of their morning energy out by playing lofs
of fun games.

Once a week, at 7:45am, students report to
the gym, ready to begin!

We play basketball while waiting for
everybody to sign in. Then we sit in a circle to vote
on the game we all want to play.

The games are nominated by the students
and some are nominated by Ms. Korpalski. After all
of the games are nominated, the students then
vote on which game they would like to play.

The game that gets the most votes, wins!

We play great games that both boys and
girls enjoy, games such as dodge ball, basketball,
and hockey.

To me, Early Morning Sports is a great way
to get lots of exercise and have fun with friends!

LA L]
\
& Fifth Grade Chorus
-Rayhan Ahmed, Fifth Grader
It was the first Thursday of this school year, the first
time we had our chorus. | had some serious
butterflies in my stomach since | was not sure if |
am any good af singing. Mrs. Stump, our music
teacher sat us down on the rug and taught us
vocal warm-ups like ooooooh.... ahhhhhhhhhh...
We were not that good at the beginning, but as
we continued with cool songs we got better. Ever
since, | always looked forward to the last hour of
Thursdays - fifth grade chorus. But this Thursday
morning (December 131, as | walked towards the
gym, my familiar butterflies returned again. Today
is the peace concert for parents. It was great to
see ourselves in our formal clothes. It turned out to
be an exceptional event. The fifth graders sang
with great passion and we meant every word we
sang. PEACE FOREVER!!!
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)\i_vj Cafeteria Food
Jacey Jardine, Fifth Grader

There's only one word to describe the
cafeteria food here at Harrington--awesome, of
course! It's colorful, healthy, and very yummy. They
have something for every kid--spicy chicken to
strawberry yogurt. There are all different kinds of
fruits and vegetables, like salad and grapes. They
also have lean meat, cooked not too rare, and not
too dry. | love the new sandwich option, along with
the salad. The main dishes are great too. My
personal favorites are the chicken Parmesan and
the baked stuffed shells. Another thing | like about
the food is that there are very kid-friendly dishes. A
few examples of that are the pizza, chicken
nuggets, and mac and cheese. So overall, the
cafeteria food is better than ever!

"\ snow Day Activities!
- Jenny Fiore, Fifth Grader

Ugh, what am | supposed to do? Has this ever
happened to you? It is in the middle of winter and
you're all excited because there is a snowstorm
and no school, but the next day you don't know
what to do! Sadly, it is really easy to sit in and
watch T.V. all day (NOT GOOD). But | am not here
to tell you the bad things to do when there are so
many good things like making homemade
cookies, or going outside and playing in the snow.
My favorite things to do in the snow are go
sledding and building a snow fort with my family.
For all the girls out there, | love to sit down with my
sisters and do each other’s nails; it is a blast! One of
my absolute favorite things to do is find old home
movies when my sisters and | were really young. It is
really cute to see each other when you were little.
Happy Winter!ll

Harrington Elementary School

4

<., Harrington Reads
*—3( Flavia Vidal, fvidal@andover.edu
Julie Vincent, vincent3@verizon.net

Now in ifs eleventh year, Harrington Reads is a
popular parent-child book group for fourth and fifth
grade families that meefts twice a year —in
October and March. The program provides an
opportunity for parents and children to come
together for the purpose of shared reading and
discussion.

This year, our spring selection will be
Wonder, by R. J. Palacio. Join us to discuss this
novel on Tuesday, March 5, from 7:00-8:00pm in
the Harrington School library. Signing up is easy! Let
us know you want to participate by filing out the
form below. Then you and your child read the
book (or listen to it on an audio CD, tape or
electronic device) and meet with other parents
and children for a lively evening of book talk!

YES! Sign us up for Harrington Reads!

Parent:

Child:

Classroom Teacher:

Please return this form to your child’s classroom
teacher or drop it off in the Harrington Reads box,
located across the hall from the front office.

| Harrington School Suggestion Box
Entries through 12/12 meeting
Week Theme General Topic
Collected
11/26/12 Pro-Social |Recess
12/2/12 Academic  |Gifted Math
Program
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) child’s testing when planning your calendars.

ELA Testing (March 18- April 5) QW& ; W. .o

March 19 - Grade 4 - Long Composition Day

MCAS Testing
.i’x:'::, Please note the following dates for your

March 20 - Grade 3 ELA Session 1 ... to Andrea Caplan for taking on and running
March 21 - Grade 3 ELA Session 2 the Silvergraphics fundraiser, new to Harrington this
March 22 - Grade 5 ELA Session 1 year.

March 25 - Grade 5 ELA Session 2

No Testing on March 26 & 27 (Passover Holiday) ... to Mrs. Stumpf for yet another fantastic Peace
March 28 - Grade 4 - Long Composition Make-up Concert.

Day

March 29 - Holiday No School ... to class room parents for organizing winter

April 1 - Grade 4 ELA Session 1 parties and gifts.

April 2 - Grade 4 ELA Session 2

April 3 & 4, Conference Days — Make-Up Days as
needed

Math and Science Testing (May é-May 21)
May 6 - Grade 4 Math Session 1

May 7 - Grade 4 Math Session 2

May 8 - Grade 5 Math Session 1

May 9 - Grade 5 Math Session 2

May 10 - Make-up Day

May 13 - Grade 5 Science Session 1

May 14 - Grade 5 Science Session 2

May 15 - Grade 3 Math Session 1

May 16 - Grade 3 Math Session 2

May 17 - Make-up Day

Late-Breaking News:

New addition to the Let’'s Chat series
Let's Chat: SCHOOL SECURITY

The Harrington Parent/Teacher Association (PTA),
Harrington School Site Council (HSSC) and Principal
Elaine Mead have come together to offer an
opportunity for parents/guardians to ask questions,
express support and gather as a school
community.

On Friday, January 11, please join us in the
cafeteria after morning drop-off for hot coffee &
meaningful conversation. The session will start at
8:45 and end promptly at 9:30am. It will be
facilitated by: Elaine Mead, John Maxwell and
Amy Chamberlain.

Tﬁe Harrington Herald
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